
 

 

 

 

Phonics and Early Reading  

@  

Coit Primary School 
 



Our aims 
Our ultimate aim is to support 

children in making the shift from 

learning to read to reading to 

learn where children read for 

information, purpose and 

pleasure.  

Additionally, we want our 

children to be able to:    

 1. Develop an interest in and a love 

of books, encouraging children to 

become attentive listeners, 

independent and reflective 

readers.  

2. Develop reading strategies and 

skills, accuracy, fluency, 

understanding and response to 

texts 

. 3. Develop the ability to use and 

manipulate a variety of texts, both 

fiction and nonfiction including the 

use of libraries, I pads, laptops and 

other available media. . 

 4. Develop children’s experiences 

through a variety of texts. 

Sequence of learning 

At our school, Phonics is taught daily throughout Foundation and Key Stage 1. We use a 

structured approach to systematic synthetic phonics, based on 'Letters and Sounds'. 

 

Letter sounds (phonemes) are taught in relation to particular letters (graphemes). These 

sounds are blended to create words. Systematic Synthetic Phonics is one approach that 

teaches: 

- the relationship between phonemes and graphemes; 

- recognition of graphemes and the recall of the corresponding phoneme, and the 

blending of these phonemes to read the word; 

- grapheme-phoneme relationships, outside of alphabetic order; 

 By Autumn Term By Spring Term By Summer Term 

F

S 

Phase 2:  

Children will be secure with 

reading and writing phase 2 

vc/cvc decodable words, with 

accurate grapheme/phoneme 

correspondence. They will also 

be able to read phase 2 words 

fluently and begin to apply them 

with accurate spelling into their 

independent writing.   

Phase 3: 

Children will begin to read and 

write phase 3 cv/cvc decodable 

words, with accurate 

grapheme/phoneme 

correspondence. 

They will also practise reading 

phase 3 words fluently and begin 

to apply them with accurate 

spelling into their independent 

writing.   

Phase 3: 

Children will be secure with reading 

and writing phase 3 cv/cvc 

decodable words, with accurate 

grapheme/phoneme correspondence. 

They will be able to read phase 3 

words fluently and begin to apply 

them with accurate spelling into 

their independent writing. 

The children will begin to read and 

write cvcc/ccvc words including 

phase 2 and phase 3 graphemes.    

Y

1 

Phase 4: 

The children will be secure in 

reading and writing cvcc/ccvc 

words including phase 2 and 

phase 3 graphemes. 

They will also be able to read 

phase 4 words fluently and begin 

to apply them with accurate 

spelling into their independent 

writing.   

Phase 5: 

Children will be secure with 

reading and writing phase 5 set 

1 polysyllabic and multi-syllabic 

decodable words, with accurate 

grapheme/phoneme 

correspondence. 

Phase 5: 

Children will be secure with 

reading and writing phase 5 set 

2 polysyllabic and multi-syllabic 

decodable words, with accurate 

grapheme/phoneme 

correspondence. 

 

Phase 5: 

Children will be secure with reading 

and writing phase 5 set 3 

polysyllabic and multi-syllabic 

decodable words, with accurate 

grapheme/phoneme correspondence. 

In a lesson you might see 
Revisit/Review: 

Overlearn the previous graphemes (Flash 

cards) Speed read previously taught 

graphemes within words Revise previously 

taught tricky words. 

Teach: 

Introduce a new grapheme or words. 

Practise: 

Develop GPCs (grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences) Practice reading or spelling 

new words.  

Apply: 

Use the new graphemes/words by reading 

sentences or writing dictated sentences. 

Assess:  

Monitor progress within each phase to inform 

planning. 

Staff might use strategies such as:  

-Robot arms to get children actively engaged 

with phonics  

-Mnemonics to improve children’s memory of 

graphemes. This technique connects new 

learning to prior knowledge through the use of 

visual and/or acoustic cues. 

-Cued articulation is a set of hand cues for 

teaching the individual sounds in a word. The 

hand movements are logical – each hand 

movement represents one sound and 

the cue gives clues as to how and where the 

sound is produced. See appendix 1 

-Sound buttons are used to identify single 

units of sound within words to support 

reading. When you press the sound button, 

children say the sound aloud and blend the 

whole word within a Makaton ‘finish’ action.  

-Sound bars are used to identify digraphs 

and trigraphs within words to support reading 

e.g. 

   

 

-Sound links are used to identify split 

digraphs with written words to support 

reading e.g.  

 

 
 

Assessment 
 

All teachers ensure that they are aware of individual 

children’s needs through formative, on-going 

assessment. Assessments inform our next steps in 

our planning for the whole class, target groups and 

individuals. Assessment records cross reference our 

Ecclesfield Reading Sets so staff can clearly identify 

the reading set which best supports a child’s current 

phonic/reading ability as well as provide 

opportunities to address any specific gaps. Staff use 

the following set of codes to ensure consistency 

when carrying out phonic assessments across school: 

At the end of Year 1 there is a statutory 

assessment. Class teachers and teaching assistants 

should use these records to plan interventions, 

particularly in upper key stage 2 where discrete 

phonics sessions may not be taught.    

 

 

 



Y

2 

Phase 5: 

Children will be secure with 

reading and writing phase 5 

pollysyllabic and multisyllabic 

decodable words with accurate 

grapheme/phoneme 

correspondence. Children will be 

reading the words automatically 

if they are very familiar. 

Decoding them quickly and 

silently or decoding them aloud 

if required. Children’s spelling 

should be phonetically accurate.. 

Phase 6: 

Children will continue to develop 

their familiarity with phase 2 to 

phase 5 grapheme/phoneme 

correspondence. This will lead to 

a greater independence when 

reading and a sustained pace.  
 

Phase 6: 

Children will continue to develop 

their familiarity with phase 2 to 

phase 5 grapheme/phoneme 

correspondence, enabling them to 

read with fluency and stamina. The 

shift from learning to read to 

reading to learn takes place and 

children read for information and 

for purpose.  

 

 



Additional Needs 

 

 

 

 

Phonics and Early Reading @ Coit Primary School 
 

By progress, we mean pupils knowing more and remembering more. 

 
 This approach operates in conjunction with the English Policy. This approach was written in consultation with the staff and will be revisited each year 

 

Phonics is… 

...The code that turns written language into spoken language and vice versa. 

The vital initial step in teaching children to read (but not the whole picture).  

The ability to convert a letter or letter group into sounds. 

These are then blended together or synthesized into words. 

To be every child’s ‘go to’ strategy when they come across an unfamiliar word in reading. 

 

 

 

Parental Engagement in Phonics  

 

Home readers: 

Home reading books are matched closely to each 

child’s phonics ability enabling them to practise and 

consolidate what has been taught in school. Children 

who are not fluent decoders are given an 

‘Independent Reading Book’ which is phonically 

decodable.  

Children also take home a ‘Sharer Book’ which is 

read with or by the child’s parents. This book 

focuses on vocabulary and language comprehension.   

Once children are fluent decoders, children choose 

books from our ‘Free Reader’ books with the support 

from an adult in school to ensure it is appropriate for 

each child.  

Organisation of home readers: 

Children's books are changed once a week by the 

child’s class teacher so it can be closely matched to 

their phonic ability.  

High Frequency Words: 

Parents are asked to support in learning High 

Frequency and tricky words at home. This can be 

done through flashcards, use of auto press resources  

and by assisting the children with identifying these 

High Frequency Words within texts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Increasing exposure to a 
variety of high quality 
texts across the 
curriculum 
-Discrete reading sessions 
alongside English sessions 
-Higher order reading 
comprehension strategies 
(group/whole class) 
-Children encouraged to 
choose from the class 
stock read in class as well 
as at home 
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variety of high quality 
texts across the 
curriculum 
-Discrete reading sessions 
alongside English sessions 
-Higher order reading 
comprehension strategies 
(group/whole class) 
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choose from the class 
stock read in class as well 
as at home 
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variety of high quality 
texts across the 
curriculum 
-Discrete reading sessions 
alongside English sessions 
-Higher order reading 
comprehension strategies 
(group/whole class) 
-Children encouraged to 
choose from the class 
stock read in class as well 
as at home 
 


